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Volunteerism
An International Student's

Perspective

by Carl Nee-Kofi Mould-Millman
(LA/ENG '02)

When I first arrived at Tufts, I was mystified
by the whole concept of volunteerism.

Two things puzzled me: first, why would anyone
want to work for free (that seemed to defeat the
whole purpose of being in a university), and sec-
ond, why were so many people here doing it?
Growing up in Ghana and having lived in a few
non-Western countries, it was rare, or even un-
heard of, to give free help to someone else, and
mind you, Ghanaians are some of the most giving
people that I know. Nevertheless, I was intrigued
by the whole concept of volunteerism.

"WHY WOULD
ANYONE WANT
TO WORK FOR

FREE..."

i A few weeks into my
first semester, a coordi-
nator for one of the pro-
grams under the Leonard
Carmichael Society

MHMB^^^H^ (LCS) - the largest vol-
unteer organization on

campus - came to recruit volunteer teachers from
our community health class. Curious, I signed up
and was paired with a teaching partner, and two
weeks later we found ourselves standing in front
of a class of twenty screaming eleven-year-olds.
We were nervous, and basically unprepared.
Quite frankly, we thought the first class was a
disaster and I felt that I got nothing out of it... that

(Continued on page 10)

The International Center and
the International House are hosting

an

OPEN HOUSE

Friday, December 1,2000
3-5pm

at 20 Sawyer Avenue
(the new location of the

International Center)

President DiBiaggio will kick
off the event (a) 3:30pm.

Come and enjoy
international foods
and entertainment!
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International Center, located at 20 Sawyer

» J1 Avenue, telephone 617/627-3458, provides
counseling to international students, coordinates

(international activities on campus, and assists
students, faculty and research scholars with

(immigration regulations and procedures. Our
services are provided to undergraduates enrolled in

(Liberal Arts and Engineering as well as graduate
students and faculty/scholars in Arts & Sciences,
Engineering, the School of Nutrition/HNRCA,

' BSOT, School of Veterinary Medicine, the Museum
School and the New England Conservatory, and only

'faculty/scholars from the Fletcher School of Law
L and Diplomacy.

We advise and counsel on various issues including
language difficulties, housing/roommate difficulties,
cultural adjustment and employment regulations.

speak^
with the staff if you have any questions or concerns, ^
' or would just like to talk.

Welcome Back Maria!!

INCOME TAX FILING

If you do not have a U.S.social security number, you will need
to apply for an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number

(ITIN) in order to file a tax return. International students,
faculty and research scholars will be required to file tax
returns by April 15th or June 15th (depending on whether or
not you received any compensation from the period of January
1, 2000 to December 31, 2000). Everyone must file an income
tax return whether or not you have received any compensa-
tion.

Please be advised that the ITIN number is not a social security
number and will not grant you work authorization. It may take a
few weeks to receive this number, so plan accordingly. You
need to apply for the ITIN by completing an IRS Form W-7.
The International Center has a limited supply of these forms, or
you can apply in person at the Internal Revunue Service, John F.
Kennedy Building, Room 760, Boston or by calling 1-800-829-
1040. It takes approximately 4-6 weeks to process the W-7
form. The International Center will be sending you a com-
prehensive tax information packet at the end of January.

wIe are happy to formally announce that Maria M. Conley
has returned to continue employment at the International

Center. She will resume working with many of you on cases
involving International Faculty and Research Scholars.

Maria's new title of Assistant Director for Faculty and Research
Scholars reflects the level of responsibility related to this impor-
tant and valued community.

Please join us in warmly welcoming Maria back to the Tufts
community!

CONFIRMATION OF ARRIVAL &
ADDRESS UPDATE FOR STUDENTS,

FACULTY AND SCHOLARS

Upon arrival at Tufts, Medford Campus, all international
students, faculty, and research scholars who are on non-

immigrant visas are required to complete a Confirmation of
Arrival Form and to come into the International Center for us to
make copies of your immigration documents. It is mandatory
that you maintain your status while at Tufts. Submitting these
documents for review by the International Center staff helps to
ensure that you are maintaining your status. If you are a
student who started in September and have still not com-
pleted this procedure we ask that you come to the Interna-
tional Center to provide us with this information no later than
December 1st. If we do not receive your documents, we will
be unable to sign your Form 1-20 for travel purposes.

All mailings from the International Center to students are sent
using labels generated from the Registrar's Office and the
International Center. If you do not keep your address and
phone number updated with the Registrar and with us, we will
be unable to reach you. Please update this information at the
beginning of each year and after every time you move.
appreciate your assistance! -
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H-1B Visa Update

On October 3, 2000, Congress passed Bill (S.
2045). We are thrilled at the approval of this
bill. The bill is too extensive to list in detail
here. The following are the sections of the
bill which we feel are of most significance:

It exempts H-1B visa holders employed by higher
educational institutions from being counted toward
the H-1B cap. Anyone who changes to an employer
in the private sector will be counted toward the cap in
the year they change employers;

H-1B visa holders may now change jobs immedi-
ately upon the time they file a petition with a new
employer. The nonimmigrant must be in lawful status
at the time of filing and cannot have engaged in any
unauthorized employment while in the U.S;

Provides a sixth-year extension for H-1B nonimmi-
grants awaiting a green card provided that they have
filed an 1-140 at least 365 days prior. Extensions be-
yond the six-year maximum will be possible in one-
year increments, until ajustment of status or immigrant
visa application is determined;

The cap was also increased to 195,000 for FY 2001,
2002 and 2003.

NOVEMBER & FEBRUARY GRADUATES

If you are planning to work in
tion, remember to apply

A C A D E M I C
fore the end of ^5^>-
be thinking
appointment
option with
Center be-
ate. Process-
benefit can
weeks, depending

ffA the Immigration
.on Service.

for
. after gradua-
R A C T I C A L /

TRAINING be-
January! You should

about making an
to discuss this
the International
fore you gradu-
jng time for this
take at least 8

on the backload
and Naturaliza-

Don't delay!

BEFORE YOU START PACKING..

Please remember to come to the International Center at
least 1-2 weeks before you plan to travel (if the signature

on the back of your form is more than six months old) in order
for us to sign your Form 1-20 or Form IAP-66. You will need
this signature on the back of your form in order to re-enter the
U.S.

When you are traveling, many other students are traveling as
well. Please provide us the time we request. If not, we may
need to express mail your 1-20 or IAP-66 to your destination
abroad and you will incur the mailing expense. Prior planning
prevents delays and difficulties for you!

Please also remember when you travel, you need a passport
which is valid 6 months into the future and a valid visa stamp
in your passport which reflects your current status in the U.S.

The penalties imposed for entering the U.S. with invalid
documents are severe, so please plan ahead to be safe!

If you are traveling to Canada...
for the purpose of visiting a U.S. Consulate or Embassy to
apply for an extension or change of status, you will need to
schedule an appointment by calling 1-900-443-3131 ($1.65
per minute). Appointments are scheduled three/four weeks
into the future. You can also schedule an appointment
through this website: http://www.nvars.com. There is an
approximate $4 fee for scheduling the appointment
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Q: Why does it take a week to have my 1-20
signed?

Q: When do I need to renew the visa stamp in my
passport?

A: Getting a signature on the back page of your 1-20 form in-
volves checking a student's status on the University's Student
Information System (SIS). It is the International Center's re-
sponsibility to verify that each student is complying with INS
regulations and studying full time i.e. three credits per semester
or a TA plus two 1-credit courses. At certain times of the year
we are inundated with I-20's that need to be signed and a week
allows us the necessary time to check SIS and have an autho-
rized person to sign your form.

Q: For how long is a signature valid?

A: We recommend you have your Form 1-20 or IAP-
66 signed once every six months that you travel.

Q: Do I need a visa to go to Canada?

A: Certain countries require a visa to enter Canada.
The International Center has a list of countries that do
require a visitor visa. You can call the International
Center or stop by to see if your country is on the list.
If indeed you do need a visa the International Center
also has a visa application with detailed instructions
about obtaining a visa to enter Canada. The process
takes at least 2 weeks and the cost is $30. For addi-
tional information you can check the website: http://
www.nvars.com.

Q: What if I forget my Form 1-20 or IAP-
66 when I reenter the US or what if I fail to have
my 1-20 or IAP-66 signed before I travel?

A: You will probably be given a Form 1-515 to complete. Af-
ter completing this form, bring it, along with your I-20/IAP-66
to the International Center to be signed. You will then need to
bring your 1-515 and your newly signed I-20/IAP-66 to the INS
in Boston. Remember: You only have 30 days in which to do
this.

A: You only need to update the visa stamp in your passport for
the purpose of re-entering the United States. Whenever you
enter the United States, you need to have BOTH a valid immi-
gration document (i.e. Form 1-20; Form IAP-66; Form 1-797,
etc.) and a valid corresponding visa stamp in your passport.
The visa stamp can only be obtained at an embassy or con-
sulate outside of the U.S. There are some rare exceptions to
this for H-1B visa holders.

Q: As soon as my visa stamp expires do I need to
M leave the U.S. and renew it?

A: Not necessarily. IF you have a visa stamp in
your passport which corresponds with your immigra-
tion document (i.e. Form 1-20; Form IAP-66; Form
1-797, etc.) than you can remain in the US even after
the visa stamp expires, provided that your immigra-
tion document is valid .

Q: What does it mean for my Form 1-20,
IAP-66 or 1-797 to be valid?

A: Your immigration document (i.e. Form 1-20;
Form IAP-66; Form 1-797, etc.) is valid provided
that it has a valid end date AND provided that you
maintain your full-time student status; or if you are a
faculty or researcher, if you continue with the initial
terms of your affiliation with Tufts.

RELIEF FUND FOR VICTIMS
OF BOSTON AVE. FIRE

The Tufts Catholic Center has established a
relief fund for 5 Tufts students and 2 families
who were burned out of their homes on November 7. The
students affected were part of the International community.

Monetary donations can be made directly to the Catholic Cen-
ter, 58 Winthrop Street, Medford, Mass 02155 or through the
Tufts Community Appeal.

For more information contact Father Dave at 7817 391-7272. I
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INTERNATIONAL CLUB

International Club aims to bring together different com-
JL munities on campus. The club's main goal is to promote

understanding among cultures, as well as to provide support to
international students and American students alike.

We have many exciting plans for this year such as lectures by
prominent speakers, cultural events like the Parade of Nations
(February 24th), and the Intercultural Festival (February 17-24)
in the Spring. In addition, there are social events such as our
International cruise, and many other exciting events. We aim
not only to link people of different backgrounds, but to create a
strong sense of awareness and unity among international stu-
dents and Americans.

Regardless of whether you are new or old to the campus, you
can be a valuable contributor to the club. We are looking
forward to a thrilling year. Come to our next meeting and see
what we are all about! For more information please email
Sean McDermott, gmcder01@tufts.edu

The International Club Officers:

Sean McDermott, President
Graziella Reis-Trani, Vice President
Eugene Goh, Treasurer
Rodolfo Alborelli, Asst. Treasurer
Maria Eugenia Garcia, Secretary

meugenia_orleans@hotmail. com

gmcder01@tufts. edu
greistOI@tufts.edu
egoh02@tufts. edu
alborelli@yahoo. com

Eli Levin-Goldstein, Advertising
Genghis Hadi, Advertising
Benjamin Lickfett, Upper Hill Rep.
Joshua Warren, Upper Hill Rep.
Aubrey Duffy, Down Hill Rep.
Edward Marshall, Down Hill Rep. edwardjnlO@hotmail.com
Diana Uejbe, Scholarship Fund duejbe01@tufts.edu

djelyte@aol. com
g_hadi@hotmail. com
blickf01@tufts.edu
jwarreOl @tufts. edu
aduffy01@tufts.edu

International Students Get Connected at
http://iStudentCity.com.

iStudentCity.com was created by international students like
you, to help those who come to study in the U.S. They
bring you information, services, and support to help you
make your way in the U.S.

Login and get a freephone card for international calling!

SPOTLIGHT ON
THAI CLUB

Established in 1998, the Thai Club
aims to share the beauty and unique-

ness of Thai culture with the Tufts commu-
nity. In years past, we have organized
various events such as the celebration of
the Thai New Year in April, and partici-
pated hi the Food Fair and Cultural Show
during Asian American month and Inter-
national Week. Recently, we have spon-
sored a Movie Night at the International
House, and helped the Royal Thai Govern-
ment sell raffle tickets in an effort to help
underpriviledged Thai children. We have
also held activities with other Thai stu-
dents in other schools hi the area such as
Harvard, MIT, Boston University, and
Bopston College, and also coordinated ac-
tivities with the King of Thailand Birth-
place Foundation, based in Massachusetts.
We warmly welcome anyone who is inter-

! ested.

| Please contact Mann Sakbodin at
"msakbo01@tufts.edu or at X7030 for more
information.

Thai Club Officers

Sanguan Chanyaputhipong President
Vee Wuwyong
Joy Toolcharoen
Mann Sakbodin
Derek Keswakaroon
Top Arronvatanaporn

! James Raiva

Co-vice President 1
Co-vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Publicity
Publicity
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Interested in applying to be a Host
Advisor for next year's I.O.?

Stop by the International Center on or after
December 1 Oth to pick up an application.
1 st, 2nd and 3rd year students are encour-

aged to apply.

Why be an RA?
by KhizarDiwan (ENG'03)

T wanted to work in a professional environment as part of a
JLteam; a link in a network that makes a difference. I wanted to
work in an environment which was different from the generic
'college kid' jobs, yet friendly and flexible. The resident assis-
tant (RA) position at Tufts gave me just that and a bit more.

Exposure to and opportunities to be in various social settings are
not hard to come by here, but a chance to work through the year
with your RA duty team gives insight into a different aspect of
peoples' character and ways. It also gives one a feel for the kind
of problems that come up in teamwork and achieving long-term
goals. It gave me a lot of exposure to the judicial and disci-
plinary issues of the university or any institution in general.
Being an RA is also an opportunity to meet many other ambi-
tious people from varying backgrounds and a gateway to many
other university wide opportunities. The job is not about being
the hound in dorms or the babysitter for those in trouble, as
much as it is about ultimately creating a comfortable environ-
ment in dorms and making the campus a safer place as a whole.

Although the RA job is a great learning experience and a lot of
fun, there are some challenges to be met. Firstly there are the
language problems of understanding the slang which is used in
formal settings and 'customized' terms used by people in gen-
eral. It takes, well, the entire year before you know all of the
slang terms as you keep discovering more and more. Another
challenge is the two-week training period before the fall
semester, which is extremely intense and demands patience and
mental alacrity. In most cases being an RA also means you will
not be partying in your hall, which can get a little in the way of
your 'within the dorm' social life especially as a sophomore.
All in all though, there's much to gain from the RA position.
Being the link that bridges the gap between administration and
students is an idea that deserves good thought!

INTERNATIONAL
ORIENTATION....

ANOTHER GREAT SUCCESS!

r |i "»he International Center would like to warmly thank the
JL Host Advisors listed below for their energy and enthusiasi

in assisting this year's new international students!

Rodolfo Alborelli
Phil Ashley
Jeanette Bailey
Sara Berger
Chris Burtch
Candice Chipman
Karma El-Khalil
Eugene Goh
Genghis Hadi
Maria Hormaza
Hai Huynh

Firend Zora
Caroline Maes
Natanya Marracino
Bill McCarthy
Sean McDermott
Maite Moreno
Graziella Reis-Trani
Gabe Silva
Vee Wuwong
Kei Yamamoto
Jacob Silberberg

A special thanks to Ayesha Siddiqui
and Tristan Reed for their wonderful
efforts as I.O. Helpers, who helped make
I.O. such a terrific program!

Our gratitude goes to Hai Huynh ('01) for his
terrific T-shirt design.



IMMIGRATION INFORMATION THAT STUDENTS AT TUFTS SHOULD KNOW!
Fall, 2000

What is a Visa?
A visa allows a student to seek entry in to the United States. (Students possessing a Form 1-20 have the
corresponding F-l visa stamp in their passport.) The visa is usually issued in the home country.

The visa is like a key to a house. The key is necessary to enter the house, just as a visa is necessary to
enter the U. S. Once inside the house (or the U.S.), though, the relevance of the key diminishes. Indeed, the
only time the key is needed again, is when one exits and needs to return to the house. Similarly, a visa is not
used again, until the next time a student leaves the U.S. and needs to re-enter the country. Therefore, a
student can allow his/her visa stamp to expire as long as the student remains in the U.S. and
maintains his/her legal status. If a student leaves the U.S., s/he must be sure that the visa is
valid for re-entry purposes. If the visa has expired, the student needs to go back to the U.S.
embassy/consulate in his/her home country and request a new F-l visa. (Speak to the International Center
staff for details regarding documents to bring with you when requesting a new visa.)

What Is an 1-94 card?
This card records the entry and departure of a non-immigrant in to the United States. This card is completed
on the plane by the individual. It is stamped at the port of entry by the Immigration Official to record
when; in what status and on what date an individual enters the U.S. This card should be stapled in
to the passport and surrendered upon departing the U.S.

What is an 1-20 Form?
A Form 1-20 is a U.S. legal document, issued by the Tufts International Center, that entitles the bearer to use
it to seek a corresponding F-l visa from the U.S. Consulate/Embassy in one's home country. Once the student
shows the newly issued Form 1-20 (along with other immigration documents) to the officials at the port of

Q, entry, the student is then allowed to enter the U.S. as an F-l student. This document governs your ability
to legally stay in the U.S.

Full-time Status/Good Academic Standing
All students are required to maintain full time status and good academic standing while studying at Tufts
University. "Full time" is defined as taking 3 credits per semester. "Good Academic Standing"
means that you are passing all of your classes.

Signature of Your Form 1-20 for Travel Purposes
When you travel, you need to be sure that your Form 1-20 has a current signature on the back of it that has
been signed within the last six months. A signature on the back of the form indicates that you are a
continuing student who is enrolled on a full-time basis and that you are in good academic standing.

Please note: Your Form 1-20 needs to be signed by a staff person at the International Center. Please allow
one week for the form to be signed, since we will have to verify your full-time status and we cannot sign
the form while you wait.

Expiration of 1-20 Form
Section 5 of the Form 1-20 indicates when the form expires. If you do not complete your program by the
end date on Section 5, be sure to consult the staff of the International Center at least two months before you
intend to graduate. If there is any "significant change" in your graduation date, your funding or your
citizenship, etc., please remember to consult with the International Center, since you will need a new Form I-
20 which reflects any of these changes.

Travel to Canada
^ Just as when you travel to any other country, when you travel to Canada, you must be sure your Form 1-20
•,e] r has been signed within the last six months by a staff member at the International Center.



Be sure to check with the International Center to see if you are required to obtain a Canadian visa before
visiting Canada. Please plan at least 3 weeks in advance of your trip, to be sure you can be issued a
Canadian visa in a timely fashion. Stop by the International Center for additional information or
visit the Canada website at http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/index.html.

Work: On-Campus
All full-time F-l students are permitted to work on-campus for up to 20 hours per week during the
academic year. During vacations and summers, students are permitted to work up to 40 hours per week on
campus. If you have a Teaching Assistantship, you must count the number of hours worked as a T.A. towards
the total number of 20 allowable hours per week.

Please be sure your compensation for your work on-campus is provided to you in the form of a Tufts
paycheck. You are allowed to work more than one job on campus, as long as you do not work more than
20 hours, in total, per week.

Work: Off-Campus and Internships
After being a full-time student, in good academic standing for at least 2 consecutive semesters,
F-l students are permitted to apply to work off campus. Work must be done in a position related to a
student's field of study. This kind of work is known as Practical Training.

Sessions which detail this lengthy process are held year round. Please note that obtaining this work
permission normally takes up to 3 months, so you will want to plan ahead. Pursuing an internship (off
campus) and for pay, requires following the same procedures outlined above.

Social Security Numbers vs. " 999" Numbers
All students who are working are required to obtain a Social Security Number from the U.S.
government. Applications are available at the International Center. After you apply for your Social Security
Number, you should receive your number in the mail in approximately 2 weeks.

Unless you came to Tufts with a Social Security Number that you already provided to the Registrar, you will be
assigned a "999" number. This number is ONLY used at Tufts as an identification number for you. It is
not valid for work purposes; it is not recognized outside of Tufts.

If you have questions about this information, contact Janie Bess or Monica Rodriguez at
627-3458.














